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please of your great goodnesse, in such sort as you say, to succour this afflicted and famished citie, we wil not onely receiue you gladly, and conceale your abode: but also, if neede so require, willingly spend our liues in your quarrell. Which promise of mine, to the intent you may heare to be confirmed by the full consent of the citizens, might please your Grace to enter into the citie, aud I most willingly will attend vpon you. Apollonius agreed thereto, and when they came into the citie/he mounted.Vp into the place of iudgment, to the intent he might the better be heard, and, gathering al the people together: thus hee spake vnto the whole multitude. Ye citizens of Tharsus, whom penurie of vittell pincheth at this present vnderstand ye, that I Apollonius prince of Tirus, am determined presently to relieue you : In respect of which benefite I trust ye will be so thank-full as to conceale mine arriuing hither. And know ye moreouer, that not as being driuen away through the malice of king Antiochus, but sayling along by the Seas I am happily fallen into your hauen. Wherefore I meane to vtter vnto you an hundred thousand bushels of wheate, paying no more than I bought it for in mine own countrey, that is to say, eight peeces of brasse for euery bushell. When the citizens heard this, they gaue a shout for ioy, crying, God saue my Lord Apollonius, promising to line and die in his quarrell, and they gaue him wonderfull thankes, and the whole citie was replenished with ioy, and they went forthwith vnto the ships, and bought the corne. But Apollonius, doubting lest by this deede, he should seeme to put off the dignitie of a prince, and put on the countenance of a merchant rather than a giuer, when he had receiued the price of the wheate, he restored it backe againe to the vse and commoditie of the same citie. And when the citizens perceiued the great benefites which he had bestowed vpon their